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Victorian principal regulatory instruments 
 

 
 
 
 
Victoria: chronology of key reforms 

 

 
  



Summary 
 
Victoria utilises a system of mine closure planning and, akin to Western Australia, also has 
an environmental assessment process, during which mining proposals and work plans can 
be referred to the Environmental Protection Act. 
 
Victoria is also similar to Western Australia in that, although much smaller, its mining industry 
is diverse, and its regulatory framework needs to be equipped to apply to a range of forms of 
mining. Victoria’s largest mines are the Latrobe Valley coal mines, which have distinct 
regulatory instruments governing their closure and rehabilitation. It does not require 
mandated closure plan updates at regular intervals, but reviews and amendments occur as 
needed. 
 
Victoria generally uses a system of bonds, usually in the form of bank guarantees, as 
financial assurance. However, it has created a pooled fund in addition to bonds for the 
Latrobe Valley mines. 
 
Victoria’s system of surrender and relinquishment is similar to Western Australia’s, in that it 
depends on individual conditions and criteria being agreed between the operator and 
Government Department(s). This can also be done partially over time. 
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