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Currently there is no co-ordinated process to guide post-mining 
social and economic transition including the re-use of mines in 
order to achieve positive economic, social and environmental 
outcomes on a regional scale.  

This multifaceted project aims to work with communities, mining companies 
and other stakeholders at a regional scale across Australia as they 
prepare for the closure of mines and plan for viable repurposing of mined 
land.  Building on knowledge developed in the CRC TiME Foundational 
projects, this project will work with communities and regions which are at 
different stages of the mine lifecycle, incorporating applied qualitative and 
quantitative research methods.

What is the challenge?

CRC TiME partners are encouraged to join a process of jointly defining 
the regional challenges of transition away from mining and the role that 
research could assist in addressing both the challenges but also developing 
ways forward for future enterprise. Workshops will be held with CRC TiME 
partners to identify and prioritise research needs.

Opportunities for Co-design

Initial discussions around this topic emerged from the 2021 CRC TiME forum 
and regional hub meetings. Regional planning across Australia is not consistent.  
There are data gaps, boundary discrepancies and variable governance and policy 
frameworks.  Nonetheless, research undertaken for the CRC TiME Foundational 
projects from a range of disciplines, indicates a desire for improved planning on a 
regional scale to assess the impacts, opportunities and risks of mine closure and 
repurposing beyond the local purview.

Background 

The intent is not to conflate to the regional scale, but rather, to optimise outcomes 
and outputs of the research activity across a region, in line with the ICMM (2019) 
guidance which encourages mining companies to take a broad regional perspective, 
and potentially to facilitate or support regional planning processes.
It recognises that the repurposing of mines creates distinctive opportunities and risks 
for mining communities and their broader regions.

Intended Benefits



The project will be a multi-disciplinary to drive regional economic development, social sustainability and cultural 

considerations and assist assessment of community readiness for mine closure and facilitate re-purposing in a 

variety of Australian regions which are at different stages of the mine lifecycle.

This project will examine multiple regions, all of which are experiencing different stages of the mine lifecycle.  

As part of the project scoping process, we will identify the 2-4 study regions to feature in the study building from 

CRC TiMEs interactions with Regional Hubs across Australia.

Communities 
For those communities where closure is 
planned but not yet actualised, starting 
the closure conversation is a critical first 
step, particularly in regions where mining 
represents the dominant sector and 
employer.  For other regions experiencing 
closure and planning for re-purposing, this 
project will aim to systematically document 
progress so far, the key stakeholders, the 
socio-economic context, communication 
strategies, progress blockages and 
potential re-purposing.
An integrated structured approach provides 
a starting point for shared understanding 
of the closure and post-closure transition 
planning.   

Planning pathways to the future
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Understanding the relevant 
stakeholders in the closure and 

repurposing process

Developing socio-economic 
profiles of regions 

Using multiple research 
teams, potential tools 

could include:

A “Mine closure preparedness” 
index and a “Closure economic 
resilience” index to assist post 

closure planning

Closure progress to date

Plans for repurposing to date and 
their relevance to regional capacity 

and potential  
re-purposing development
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Assessment of potential 
 infrastructure from mining, 

suitable for potential  
re-purposing

Economic analysis of mining 
regions to assist stakeholders 

evaluate economic pathways and 
outcomes

Strategies to work through 
blockages

Identify cause of blockages;
 and
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